
September 1, 2005 
 
 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.  AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE OF THE ACTUAL MEETING 
IS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING IN SCAG’S OFFICE. 
 
The Executive Committee of the Southern California Association of Governments held its held 
its meeting at the SCAG offices downtown, Los Angeles. The meeting was called to order by the 
President Toni Young, Councilmember, City of Port Hueneme.  There was a quorum. 
 

Committee Members Present  
 

Councilmember Toni Young   President   
 Supervisor Yvonne Burke   1st Vice President 
 Councilmember Sid Tyler   Chair, Admin 

Councilmember Harry Baldwin  Chair TCC 
Councilmember Deborah Robertson  Chair, CEHD 

 
 Members Not Present 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Ron Roberts   Immediate Past President  
Supervisor Gary Ovitt    2nd Vice President 
Councilmember Dennis Washburn  Chair, EEC 

 
Others Present 
 
Councilmember Richard Dixon  Regional Council Member 

 
Staff Present 

 
 Mark Pisano, Executive Director 
 Jim Gosnell, Deputy Executive Director 
 Heather Copp, Chief Financial Officer 
 Karen Tachiki, Chief Counsel 
 Hasan Ikhrata, Director, Planning & Policy 
 Keith Killough, Director, Information Services 

Shelia Stewart, Executive Assistant 
 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER    President Young 
       Chair  
 
2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 

There were no comments presented at this time. 



 
3.0       DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 
 3.1 Approval Items 
 

3.1.1 Approval of August 4, 2005 and July 7,2005 Minutes    
 

There was a correction to the August 4th minutes.  It was noted that under 
closed session, the item referencing the San Gabriel COG, the minutes 
should reflect that a report was given in closed session but no action taken.  
With regard to the July 7, 2005 minutes under closed session on the matter 
Commission of State Mandates, the minutes should reflect that no closed 
session was held. 
 
It was MOVED (Baldwin), SECONDED (Robertson) and 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

  
3.1.2 Audit Status Report     
 

Heather Copp, CFO,  reported that currently there are three subregional 
audits being conducted. The City of LA’s subregional report was a clean 
audit and was released at the last Audit Committee meeting. Audits of 
Orange County COG and San Gabriel Valley COG are still being worked 
on. 
 
Ms. Copp announced that Richard Howard was hired an Internal Auditor. 
Mr. Howard brings a lot experience in conducting FTA audits as well as 
local government audits.     

 
3.1.3 Federal Legislation 

 
The five-year surface transportation bill,  SAFETELU (H.R.3), was passed 
by Congress on July 29, 2005 and subsequently signed by the President on 
August 10, 2005.   The bill is in effect from August 10 – September 30,  
2009, providing $286.4 billion and including more that 6,300 earmarked 
projects.  The SCAG region received approximately 309 earmarks totaling 
$1.4 billion. 
 
Graham Hill, Staff Director for the House Transportation Infrastructure 
Committee, gave an update on SAFETEA-LU:   
 
MPO Funding Increase 
 
MPO funding was increased form 1% of the core programs to 1.25%.  
This increase will be approximately $5 million per year from FHWA and 
will help address the increasingly complex planning needs of Southern 
California.  It is not yet clear how this additional money will be handled 
for FY05. 
 



 CPG (Consolidate Planning Grant) Reimbursement 
 
A provision was added mandating that states reimburse CPG monies to 
MPOs within 30 days.  This is a major victory and will provide additional 
assistance in keeping projects running on time and without dalay. 
 
Minimum Guarantee 
 
The minimum guarantee to states was increased (on an incremental scale) 
from 90.5% to 92% by 2008. Since both the percentage of return increased 
and the total amount of funding in core programs increase, California will 
receive more overall funding for transportation programs.  Under TEA-21, 
California received $2.55 billion; however, under SAFETEA-LU, 
California will receive $3.43 billion in Minimum Guarantee funds. This is 
approximately a 34.3% increase.  
 
Pre-deployment TIFIA (Transportation Infrastructure Financing and 
Innovation Act 
 
SCAG was advocating for expanded eligibility under the TIFIA loan 
program for pre-deployment activities. This item was not written into the 
bill, but it may be possible accomplished through work with the USDOT.  
This needs further investigation. 
 
Surface Transportation Project Delivery Program 
 
The program allows designated states to assume USDOT responsibilities 
under NEPA, including environmental review, consultation, or other 
action required under any Federal environmental law pertaining to the 
review or approval of a specific project; but not including responsibility 
for any conformity determination.  Participating states include Alaska, 
California, Ohio, Oklahoma, and Texas. 
 
Private Activity Bonds 
 
Creates a new category of Private Activity Bonds or  “exempt facility 
bonds” up to $15 billion, nationally.  These bonds are for use by any 
surface transportation project receiving Title 23 funds, a project for an 
international bridge or tunnel, or facilities for the transfer for freight from 
truck to rail or rail truck. 
 
Mr. Hill thanked SCAG for its aggressive posture in pursuing many of the 
issues that are very important for, not only southern California, but for the 
entire country. 

  
 
 
 
 



   State Legislation 
     

Mark Pisano reported that provisions of Blueprint planning activities for 
CEQA reform has been written into Don Perata’s bill.   
 
Those provisions are part of a bond measure that the Senate Pro Tem has 
proposed for transportation, open space and for environmental reform.  
This is a $10 billion program.  $900 million will be used for habitat and 
other mitigation and $100 million will go to blueprint planning for regions 
as well as cities and counties.   The bill is currently being drafted.  There is 
an agreement between the Governor and the Legislative Leadership that 
the transportation activities are a high priority, but will be dealt with in the 
second year of the session. 
 
“Go California” 
 
Mr. Pisano reported that  Senator Perata wanted his bond measure to be 
tied to the Go California, however the Governor wasn’t willing to commit.  
It was agreed that the Go California would be part of this dialogue along 
with the bond measure.  With regard to public private partnerships,  SCAG 
was asked to pull together a set of interest groups from throughout the 
state to finalize  the language for the bill.  
  

 
4.0      PRESIDENT REPORT 
  

 President Young requested that a policy book be put together that outlines specific 
policies and procedures for Regional Council members.   

 
5.0 REVIEW OF THE REGIONAL COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

 
6.0      EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Mark Pisano reported that information will be discussed with the Regional Council and 
policy committees with regard to a workshop held with the Goods Movement 
Stakeholders Port Elasticity work and a value matrix.  He stated reports were targeted at 
making a business case for the funding and construction of goods movement projects and 
the mitigation in the region.  The total amount of funding needed is about $36 billion 
($26 billion is for infrastructure and $10 billion) for mitigation.  

 
7.0 LEGAL COUNSEL REPORT 
 

7.1 Closed Session 
 

No closed session was held.   
    
 
 



• Writ of Mandate re: Board of Control Decision on, 
Statutes 1980 Ch. 1143 Claim No. 3929 Before the  
Commission on State Mandates (RHNA Determination  
Cost Reimbursement- Council of Governments). 
Code Section Conference with Legal Counsel pursuant  
to Government 54956.9 Pending Litigation (one  

       potential case)." 
 

• Conference with Legal Counsel – potential litigation 
Audit issues: San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
and Orange County Council of Governments. Significant 
Exposure to litigation pursuant to Section 54956.9(b) 
Two (2) potential cases. 

 
       A report was given but no action taken. 
 

• Havens v. SCAG 
Havens v. Southern California Association of Governments, 
Los Angeles County, Case No. BC 324931  
Conference with Legal Counsel re: pending litigation 
Pursuant to Government Code section §54956.9(a) 

   
8.0      ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next meeting will be held on Monday, October 10, 2005.  
 
 
        _______________________________ 
        Mark Pisano, Executive Director 
 


